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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 1742 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: LEBANESE SITUATION, MARCH 30, 1200 HOURS LOCAL 
REF: BEIRUT 1707 (DTG 291255Z MAR 78) 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. FIGHTING IN THE SOUTH WAS AT A LOW 
LEVEL ON MARCH 29. ONE SWEDISH SOLDIER WAS KILLED. 

FRENCH FORCES HAVE STILL NOT BEEN ABLE TO TAKE CONTROL 
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OF THE QASIMIYAH BRIDGE. SAMIR SABBAGH OF MURABITUN 
MADE A MILD STATEMENT ON UNIFIL. DORY CHAMOUN WARNED 
THAT THE PALESTINIANS WERE INFILTRATING THE SHUF. 

SAUDI ARABIAN AMBASSADOR GAVE THE ARAB DETERRENT 

FORCES (ADF) A CHECK FOR $9 MILLION. THERE WERE 

TWO RECONCILIATIONS AMONG LEBANESE FIGURES THIS WEEK. 

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS DISCUSSED AID TO REFUGEES. 
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END SUMMARY. 

2. MILITARY SITUATION 

A. ON MARCH 29, FOLLOWING ARAFAT'S PUBLIC PROMISE 

TO COOPERATE WITH UNIFIL, THERE WAS THE LOWEST LEVEL 
OF FIGHTING IN SOUTH LEBANON SINCE ISRAEL DECLARED A 
CEASE-FIRE ON MARCH 21. THE LATEST MILITARY ACTION 
REPORTED BY THE PALESTINIAN NEWS AGENCY (WAFA) WAS 
THAT A T0320 HOURS ON MARCH 28 "OUR COMMANDOS ATTACKED" 
FIVE ENEMY VEHICLES ON THE ROAD BETWEEN DAYR MIMAS 
AND KHARDALI BRIDGE, DESTROYING TWO VEHICLES. THERE 
WAS ALSO SCATTERED GUN FIRE IN THE TYRE REGION THROUGH- 
OUT THE DAY ON MARCH 29. IN ADDITION, A RELIABLE DATT 
SOURCE REPORTED THAT PALESTINIANS FIRED FIVE ROCKETS AT 
IDF POSITIONS IN ABBASHIYAH WHILE HE WAS VISITING 
THERE MARCH 29. THE LOCAL IDF COMMANDER SAID THAT HE WAS 
UNDER STRICT ORDERS NOT TO RETURN FIRE. 

B. THE PRINCIPAL REJECTIONIST ORGANIZATION, 

GEORGE HABBASH'S POPULAR FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF 
PALESTINE (PFLP), ANNOUNCED IN SURPRISINGLY MODERATE 
TERMS THAT IT HAD ADOPTED A "WAIT-AND-SEE" ATTITUDE 
WHILE AWAITING ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL. IN CONTRAST, 

NAYIF HAWATMAH'S POPULAR DEMOCRATIC FRONT FOR THE 
LIBERATION OF PALESTINE (PDFLP) ANNOUNCED THAT 
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IT HAD HIT TARGETS IN ABI AL-KAMH IN NORTHERN 
ISRAEL ON MARCH 29. 

C. WAFA NEVERTHELESS SUGGESTED THAT PLO WAS 

NOT GOING TO FORSWEAR THE USE OF LEBANESE TERRITORY 
FOR ATTACKS ON ISRAEL. THE NEWS AGENCY QUOTED 
ABU ADIB, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE PALESTINIAN NATIONAL 
CONGRESS AND A MEMBER OF FATAH CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 

AS SAYING IN RIYADH ON MARCH 29 THAT: "WHAT THE 
REVOLUTION WANTS IS THE CREATION OF A NORTHERN 
FRONT CAPABLE OF SELF DEFENSE AND STEADFASTNESS SO 
THAT THE COMMANDOS MAY CARRY OUT THEIR OPERATIONS 
IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES THROUGHOUT THIS FRONT." 

3. UNIFIL ACTIVITIES. 

A. ONE SWEDISH SOLDIER WAS KILLED AND ANOTHER 
WOUNDED WHEN THEIR JEEP RAN OVER A MINE THE MORNING 
OF MARCH 29 EAST OF THE KHARDALI BRIDGE. 

B. FRENCH FORCES HAVE STILL NOT BEEN ABLE TO 

TAKE CONTROL OF THE QASIMIYAH BRIDGE NORTH OF TYRE, 
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WHICH REMAINS IN THE HANDS OF THE PALESTINIANS. THE 
FRENCH HAVE, HOWEVER, ESTABLISHED SIX SMALL POSITIONS 
AROUND THE OUTSKIRTS OF TYRE. THE FRENCH COMMANDER, 
COLONEL SAL VAN, SAID THAT HE WOULD SUCCEED IN TAKING 
CONTROL OF THE BRIDGE. HE ADDED THAT "WE WILL 
USE DIPLOMACY WITH THE PALESTINIANS, BECAUSE FOR US 
ONE DROP OF BLOOD, THE DEATH OF ONE FRENCH SOLDIER, 

WOULD BE TOO EXPENSIVE.” 

4. NATIONAL MOVEMENT STATEMENT ON UNIFIL. 

IN A PREPARED STATEMENT READ AT A PRESS CONFERENCE 
ATTENDED BY LEADERS OF THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT, AL 
MURABITUN OFFICIAL SAMIR SABBAGH CRITICIZED UNIFIL 
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IN RELATIVELY MILD TERMS. HE SAID THAT UNIFIL WAS 
TAKING UP POSITIONS IN PARTS OF THE SOUTH WHICH WERE 
NOT OCCUPIED BY ISRAEL. HE CLAIMED THAT SINCE THE 
TASK OF UNIFIL, AS DEFINED BY UNSC RESOLUTION 425, 

WAS TO SUPERVISE THE WITHDRAWAL OF ISRAELI FORCES, 

THE CURRENT DEPLOYMENT CREATED DOUBTS ABOUT UNIFIL'S GOALS. 

5. DORY CHAMOUN'S WARNING ON SHUF. 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE NATIONAL LIBERAL 
PARTY DORY CHAMOUN WARNED MARCH 29 THAT THE PALESTINIANS 
WERE "INFILTRATING" THE SHUF. HE ALSO CHARGED THAT AN 
ATTEMPT WAS BEING MADE TO INSTIGATE SECTARIAN STRIFE 
IN THE AREA. (PSP LEADER WALID JUNBLATT TOLD EMBOFF 
ON MARCH 28 THAT NO PALESTINIANS HAD YET ENTERED 
THE SHUF, ALTHOUGH HE FEARED CHRISTIANS AND ISRAELIS 
MIGHT DRIVE THEM UP INTO THE AREA. JUNBLATT ALSO 
NOTED THAT HE WOULD DO HIS UTMOST TO PREVENT ANY 
VIOLENCE IN THE SHUF.) 

6. SAUDI CONTRIBUTION TO THE ADF. 

SAIDU AMBASSADOR ALI AL-CHA'ER PRESENTED ARAB 
DETERRENT FORCES (ADF) COMMANDER SAMI KHATIB WITH 
A CHECK FOR $9 MILLION ON MARCH 27, TO HELP MAIN- 
TAIN THE ADF. (THE ARAB LEAGUE FOREIGN MINISTERS 
ON MARCH 28 IN CAIRO VOTED TO EXTEND THE ADF 
MANDATE FOR ANOTHER SIX MONTHS BEGINNING APRIL 28.) 

7. RECONCILIATIONS. 

THERE HAVE BEEN TWO RECONCILIATIONS AMONG 
LEBANESE FIGURES THIS WEEK. ON MARCH 24 SPEAKER 
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KAMAL AL ASSAD AND THE 'IMAM MUSA SADR MET TOGETHER 
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN RECENT MEMORY. FORMER PRIME MINISTER 
SA’EB SALAAM AND MUFTI HASSAN KHALID, WHO HAVE ALSO 
LONG REFUSED TO SPEAK TO EACH OTHER. LUNCHED TOGETHER 
AT THE SAUDI AMBASSADOR'S HOME ON MARCH 25. 

8. AID TO REFUGEES: 

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MET WITH PRESIDENT 
SARKIS ON MARCH 30 TO DISCUSS AID TO REFUGEES. AFTER 
THE MEETING, PRIME MINISTER HOSS SAID ELECTRICITY 
HAD BEEN RESTORED IN TYRE. NO NEW MEASURES TO AID 
REFUGEES WERE ANNOUNCED. 

PARKER 
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